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Advocacy Changesthe Status Quo

An editorial by Fred Tutman, Patuxent RIVERKEEPER

Thewater quality in our river isn’t getting any better. If we
maintain the status quo, and do business as usual—it means
the Patuxent will keep going downhill steadily. Sureenough, if
thedefinition of insanity isdoing thesamething repestedly and
expecting adifferent result, then wewould be nutsto think
that our current stewardship of the Patuxent will resultinreal
improvementsinwater quality, more abundant crab or oyster
harvests or a sustainable watershed ecosystem. Yet, the
controversy surrounding the future of our watershed isnot
about theroot causesof itsills. Weknow thecauses. Theredl
contestisoneof public will—between thosewhowant to save
theriver and those who have other priorities. Actualy, I’'ve
never met anyonewhowasagaing cleaning uptheriver. More
often | meet peopleevery day whowho just don’t know what
can be done and who fear that there will never be enough
“public/politica will” tostop palluting our waterways. Andwhile
weareproud that our river cleanupsaregetting bigger annualy,
itisdisheartening each year to know that next year, theriver
will bejust as*trashy” . Somehow our standardshave changed
fromanided of havingacleanriver, to onewherewemeasure
our prideand our progress by the endless amountsof trash
we remove. So, if we don’t fix the problems then we'll
obviously never be done cleaning it up. That is why
Riverkeeperspursue advocacy oriented solutionsto watershed
problems. | like to think we go after problems and not
symptoms. Wetry to avoid falling into thetrap of following
the path of least resistance (following the funding?).
Environmental organizations too often dothetasksfor which
funding can easily befound—invariably thisisthe stuff that
samply maintainsthe statusquo. Thisrisksleaving thenecessary
tasksundone. For example, weall spend lotsof (continued
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Cleanup Vqunteerspl.JII discarded car pet out oi‘theriver
2005 Clean-up Results!

The 2005Annual Patuxent Cleanup wasawatershed-wide
success thispast April, thanksto the efforts of over 500 vol-
unteersin seven counties. Most sites participated on April
9thwith someholding cleanup eventseither earlier or later in
themonth. Citizens hauled severd tonsof trash and manmade
debrisfrom the Patuxent. The*“ stats” include about 24 sites
that pulled over 600 bags of trash, plus2 dumpster loadsand
12 pick-up trucksof bottles, cans, household and bulk litter.
Asinpast years, theleading bulk itemswereautotires, gro-
cery cartsand household appliances, includingitemssuchas
propanetanks, space heaters, carpeting, foam insulation and
auto partsof nearly every kind. The Riverkeeper organization
sendsaheartfelt thanksto the many people and organiza-
tionswho makethispossible. Seeyou again next year! Watch
the clean-up web site for related news and updates:
www.cleanpatuxent.org

Two New Patrol Boats!

The Patuxent Riverkeeper patrolstheriver using kayaks,
canoes, motor boats and airplanes. Now two new motor-
ized water craft will joinour fleet. A recent donation from
the Chaney Foundation will fund thecost of alight weight
and shallow draft “ skiff” for usein the shallower reaches
near themiddleof theriver. Also, after ayear of using bor-
rowed boats, awholly owned 23 foot motor boat has beeen
provided by a supporter. The new boat isbeing painted,
and serviced and will be docked at a donated slip near
Benedict, MD for deeper water patrolsin the South Pauxent.

September 2005

WWW. paxriverkeeper.org

301-249-8200




Patuxent Current WwWw.paxr iver keeper.org

Patuxent Hosts International Delegation

Page 2 | A high-leve delegationfromthe Philippinesand Thailand visited
our watershedinlateApril aspart of aUSAID Study Tour of the
Chesapeake Bay. TheU.S. international aid agency supportsa
project called the Asian Environmental Partnership aimed at
sharing best practices and good governance model sto restore
watershedsinternationally. The delegation included various
governors, mayors, governmental officialsand ministers— all
interested inlearning how Riverkeepersin Americaand citizens
hel p monitor and restoretheir rivers. Patuxent Riverkeeper staff
and volunteersmet thevisiting delegation at Governor’sBridge
Road near Bowie, MD and answered questions, caught fish (a ;
carp and aperch) andthen reeased thefishto aburst of applause! -

Thisbrief cultura exchangeillustrated auniversal congtant: water
and water quality aregrest equalizersamong peoplefromall the TheThal-Philippine Delegation on thePax
world'scultures.

on next page) (from page 1) time and money on public education. Thereisnothing wrong with that. But education
doesnot replace advocacy. Education helps, but only if we preserve and foster atradition of high quaity advocacy.
It'sbaffling that some peopl ethink that educating the next generation will succeed somehow, by training our kidsto
dothethingswelack the courageto do ourselves?! Isthelegacy weareleaving our kidsreally about. .. passingthe
buck to the next generation? A much more meaningful legacy would beto leave our kidsacleanriver andtoteach
them how to keep it that way. L et’ sal so leave them better laws and some other toolsthey can useto fix the problems.
Now that’ salegacy worth having! The smpletruthisthat something besidesour rhetoric needsto changed in order
tofix what’swrong with our riversand of coursesocia “change’ isthe hardest challengeof al. Lastly, it lsotakes
morethan just preaching to the choair, it meanstaking our messagesto thefolkswho don't aready get it and to those
who are not involved, who have just as much to lose asthe rest of us--yet who have never been part of ariver
cleanup, or given money to the cause, or just stood next to theriver lately and reconnected to it. Cleaning our
watershedsfor goodisanaimthat affectsall of us. Bad water iseverybody’s problem. We at Patuxent Riverkeeper
believethat the solution liesin engaging the problemsaat their source, working directly on the problems (not the
symptoms) and getting EVERY ONE involved. That'sall advocacy redlly is. Don’'t believethe negativesyou might
hear--advocacy isnot ungracious, controversia, unfriendly or risky. Itisessential and it’sour right!

2005 Patuxent Sojourn Garners Record Attendance

This year’s Patuxent Sojourn topped the charts in terms of
attendance, diversity, community participation and...the sheer
number of boats on the water. Thisyear’s record was some 55
boats in the water, more than double than in any prior year!
Sojournersranged in agefrom 13-70 + years of age. Sojourners
learned about Patuxent history and ecol ogy, storytelling and more.
Paddlers navigated waterswith depthsranging anywherefrom 2
feet to 30 feet. Thefleet of colorful kayaksand canoes started out
at the Queen Anne Boat L aunch operated by M-NCPPC above
Upper Marlboro, and covered some 36 milesof river downtothe
Benedict Bridge. Thelaunch party featured aconcert by local band
Rockfish, andthejourney ended witha" Buffa o Wings’ snack under
the Benedict Bridgein Southern Maryland. The Patuxent Sojourn
Sojour ner suseatandem sail rigon theriver team consisted of several organizations, and more Sojourn
picturescan befound at www.paxriverkeeper.org
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The Forgotten Patuxent

| took afascinating trip at theend of May. Theplanwasto
get asfar aswe could down asection of theriver that | had
only seenfromtheair. My paddl e partnerswere the Shomette
brothers(Ddeand Don). Don hasspent yearsof hislifewriting
and publishing books about the history of the Patuxent and
he (like me) longed to travel the Patuxent from oneendto
thenext just asour ancestorsoncedid by barge. Thelaunch
placewasfromalittle park near downtown Laurd, just below
the WSSC dam. Our send-off by Don’swife Carol wasfrom
ashady, moss-coated wall that isall that remains of aonce
busy mill installation. Theriver inthissectionisfrisky with
sectionsof small rapids. Inthewarm breeze we could hear
thefirst strainsof the“Laurel Day” aswedrifted through
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M arlneArcheoIog|st Don Shometteon ariver snag
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small rapidsand shady stretches of water. Asour journey began, thefirst thing wenoticed was.. thetrash. Therangeand
variety of discarded itemsthat have ended upintheriver isdazzling and vast. Theareasnear Laurel were navigable by
barge well into the late 1800's. In those days the region was kept clear of obstructionsin order to protect theiron
foundry businessthat was operated by the Snowdens. Today, thereisno way to imagine from thisbabbling brook in
Laurel that thiswasonceabusy commercial waterway. No evidencethat the areaonce bustled with hundreds of daves
whotoiled to keep theriver free of blockages so the barges could get through. Want to read therest of thisarticle? A
completeand illustrated versionison theweb site: www.paxriverkeeper.org

Thanksto our newest supporters!

New Members. New Cor porateM embers
Bernieand Betty Fowler
Frederick Sass

Regis and Terri Johnston

Norman and Helen Prince, Jr.
Delegate P. SueKullen

Deb McClureand Charlie Redden
Timothy Barto and Star Mahaffey
Cal and Cynthia Steuart
MarthaCanfield

Andreaand Greg Sullivan

Cathy Hines

Liz Vanden Heuvel

Erin Fitzs mmons

Caren and Steve Franek

Pleasants Devel opment, Jerry Connelly
Old Town Screenprinting and Embroidery
Christopher J. Reynolds, Esquire

B & B Auto Salvage, Ltd.

The Show PlaceArena

TMM Corporation

Foundation and other support:

Cove Point Natural Heritage Trust

Town Creek Foundation

Spring Creek Foundation

The Eugene Chaney Foundation

Keith Campbell Foundation for the Environment

Christine J. Schmitthenner PEPCO
Ann P. Drennan Medart Galleries
Mark and BrendaAncarrow Fresco Tours

Gary Pendleton and Karyn Molines
Michael and Carolyn Quinlan
Jeff and Michele Quesenberry

DiGiovanni’sDaock of the Bay
Calvert County Dept of Economic Dev’ |pmt
Catering by Ledlie

Frank Lagana Coveredin Chocolate
George Owingsll| Cookie Occasions
Jack and Susan Leighty West Maring,Inc.

The Friends of Jug Bay
David and MartaKelsey

Get your Patuxent
Riverkeeper/ MVA Logo
Plates!

Now you can proclaim your support for
River Preservation and the Patuxent
Riverkeeper by sporting specialty auto li-
cense plates with the newly minted
Riverkeeper logo onthem.Thisofferisonly
availableto membersingood standing of the
Patuxent Riverkeeper. The cost will be $25
for logo plates. Wewill need to compilea
listfor MVA of those memberswishing to
participate. Please make an expression of
interest no later than October 1, 2005. We
will need to know your current MD License
plate number. TheMD Specidty Plateswill

be one of thefirst placesto display the new
Riverkeeper logowhichisbeing designed
by alocal graphic artist for aFall 2005 un-
veiling. Thenew logowill also appear on
our patrol craft ontheriver.



Page 4

Patuxent Current WWw.paxriver keeper.org

“Never Let Your Husband Buy a Submarine!”

The above caption wasthe proposed title of a book once
planned about one of the oddest submarinewar stories of
thelast century. Resting in some of the deepest watersto be
foundin the Chesgpeake Bay, near themouth of the Patuxent
River liesthe sunken remainsof the*USS-S49”; aWWI
submarine. The* S’ seriesboatswereatransitional classof
submarine built right after World War |. The boatswere
240feet long, nearly 22 feet wide and could only diveto
about 200 feet. They looked alot like German U-Boats
whichinthat eracould lead to alarm. Designed for acrew
of 34 men and 4 officers, the S class boats saw combat
during World War Il but noneremain afloat today. Fifty-one of the boatswerebuilt between 1918 and 1922. The S
49 wasan unlucky boat. During operational testing at New London, Connecticut in 1926, one of the sub’sbatteries
exploded killing four crewmen and injuring e ght others. After repairsthe boat |anguished with no particular mission
and waseventually sold to aBatimorescrapyard in 1931. Theboat wasthen bought by an enterprising man named
Frank Christensen and became aside show attraction. Billed asa“ $2,000,000 Fighting Monster” and painted silver
to draw crowds, the boat was displayed in 1934 at the Chicago World's Fair and other big expositions of the day
earning it thetitle of “ Showboat Submarine”. Visitorstoured theretired sub for the sum of 25 centseach (15 cents
for kids!). However, at the start of WWII the owner encountered avariety of legal problemsand also reportedly
feared being mistaken for ahostile German sub while sailing the eastern seaboard, so heeagerly soldit back tothe
Navy for $1. Too obsolete for combat, the S-49 was towed to Solomon’s and rigged for remote controlled
operationto beused for target practice and testing of new torpedoes. The plan wasto submergethe submarine by
remote control on the Patuxent but on aday in December 1941 the S-49 submerged... and then just refused to
comeup to the surface again. There she sitstoday—upright on the bottom at 130 feet at aplace 525 yardsfromthe
tip of Point Patience near the Solomon’sBridgewhere sadly, at |east two curiousrecreationa divershave beenkilled
inthetreacherous currentsaong theslvery hulk which issheathed inoyster shellsand abandoned fishinglineinthe
gloomy river depths. The S-49 has now becomethe stuff of Patuxent legend.

Riverkeeper Promotes Paddle Path Web Site

Archival Photo of the S-49

The Patuxent Riverkeeper hasjoined forcewith the State' sPatuxent River
Commissionin order to upgrade and improvetheexisting Patuxent Water
Trail web ste. Creating and promoting the Patuxent Paddle Pethisajoint
partnership with severa organizationssuch asMaryland Nationa Capita
Parksand Planning Commission and othersto provideinformationtothe
public about scenic areasand resourcesthat can be used by the publicto

m get better valuefrom the Patuxent for recreational paddling. Whilemany

peoplethink only of the deep water sections of theriver inthe South of

:ﬁffg[l:: EN] # e Yew #n-ﬂ. :',fm Maryland asnavigable, thenorthern and central portionsof the 110 mile
COMMISSION F 'ﬂj““ﬂ’ 1:‘3"# / archeology and other attractions. The Patuxent was once commercially

river dso have numerousand growing paddling opportunities richinhistory,

used to transport iron, tobacco and other commodities—which cemented
itsworth to the early economy of Maryland. Now tourism and other

recreational opportunitiesal so bring considerable valueto the state and to citizens. The Paddle path web sitewill be
upgraded to list agrowing number of public accommodationsto be found along theriver including canoe launches,
primitive campsites, landmarks, mapping, restaurantsand more. Watch the siteasit become updated and improved with
new and more current information. http://www.patuxentwatertrail.org/
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Riparian Tree Planting Gearing Up!

What do you get if you combine a boom box with
Motown music, aBBQ Grill, some sodas. ..then add
dirt, fertilizer and baby trees? Theanswer isof course
a“potting party”! Thispast soring acoupledozen plucky
volunteers showed up at the Riverkeeper officesto pot
some 900 tree seedlingsthat will eventudly gointothe
ground and do some good for the Bay. Thiswasa
partnership between the Chesapeake Bay Trust, the
Patuxent River Commission the Riverkeeper, and
dedicated volunteers potted and maintained some 900
tree seedlings of various types destined to reforest
riparian areasin our watershed and left to mature. The
repotting processallowsusto buy lessexpensive, bare
root stock so we can acquire lots more trees which
then get treated with fertilizer, water and tender loving
caresothey will beready for Fall and Spring planting
all over thewatershed. Since our late Spring “rites of
potting” party we now have adeer resistant enclosure
full of happy expectant young treesjust waiting to get
into theground, wherethey will helpfilter sediment
away from our streamsand tributaries. Please help us
build our list of volunteer tree plantersand al so please
hel p usidentify candidate Sitesto receivethesetreesin
Fall 2005. Send inquiriesto: trees@paxriverkeeper.org
or call usat 301-249-8200

The Patuxent Agate
The Sate Gemstone?

Enthusiasts and hobbyists have discovered anew
gemstonethat isuniqueto Maryland and Governor
Robert Ehrlich hassigned aproclamation naming
the " Patuxent Agate” astheunoffocial state gem-
stone. To makeit officia requiresan act of thelegis-
lature. Formed over fifteen million yearsago, the
Patuxent Agate features* wispsof red and yellow,
tracesof bonelikecdl structure, and aglowingtrans-
lucencemaking it an excellent stonefor cutting, pol-
ishing, carving, and settingintojewdry”. Thislovely
semi-preciousstoneismadeof glicareplaced frag-
ments of petrified bone material, mostly dinosaur
bone, and isevidence of Maryland’sroughly 115
million year old bay type environment. To see
samplesof these* Agates’ visit theweb page set up
by collectorswhichislinked from our web Site at:

WWw.paxriverkeeper.org

o

Happy treeplanter ssurveying their work!

The Patuxent Minutedebutson
Podcast and L ocal Radio

ThePatuxent Riverkeeper hasentered into an agreement with
WSMD Radio in Southern Maryland (STAR 98.3) to
produce and air aweekly “ Patuxent Minute” radio series.
Each one minute broadcast will air on dl fiveof theAM &
FM radio stations owned by theregional radio chain. The
“Patuxent Minutes’ will be public serviceand information
oriented, featuring sound bytes, actudity and narrative news
and information to help listenersstay intouchwithwhat is
happening on their River whilea so learning more about the
related science, ecology, wildlifeand folk history. Inaddition
toa new “Patuxent Minute” each week, listenerswill have
the option of downloading an expanded version of each
program from the worldwide web using “Podcasting”
technology. Podcasting alowsaudiophilesto subscribe (for
free); plus listentothemateria at atimeof their choosing.
To hear the short format material, you can tune into Star
Radio FM (98.3) in Southern Maryland or onany of their
afiliates. To hear to the expanded “ Podcast” programsyou
can download them from the Patuxent Riverkeeper web site
gtartinginAugust 2005: www.paxriverkeeper.org

New Sormwater Web Site Debuts

The Riverkeeper has partnered with several other environ-
menta groupsto launch anew web siteto help citizenslearn
about proposed legidation toimprove how stormwater is
regulated in Maryland. Visitorsto the web site can submit
picturesof problematic stormwater Sites, read proposed leg-
idation, join acoalition of like-minded groupsand find out
whotheofficial regulatorsof ssormwater areintheir locale.
Theweb site can befound at: www.M DS or mwater .org
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2005/2006 Patuxent RIVERKEEPER Action Plan

Just over oneyear ago, The Patuxent Riverkeeper organization embarked on our first effortsto makeauseful
contributionto the many individuals and organi zationswho seek to protect, improve and advancethe cause
of cleanwater inthe Patuxent River. At that timewe had atheoretical action plan (Public Outreach, Issues/
Advocacy, and Concensus Building Projects) and now after ayear on thejob, we have “ hardened” that
origina planwith astronger set of guiding visonsand aims. Theseaimsserveasthebasisfor al of our work
onthe Patuxent:

Page 6

Treating theriver holistically. The Riverkeeper plan isto work with the landowners, citizens,
municipalities, countiesand othersand encouragedl to think moreabout how their section of theriver connects
tothegreater whole. Many arereluctant to do thisand somefed they just need to ded with the section nearest
them. We believethat abroader, greater vision of theriver isneededin order to dedl effectively withitslarge
scaleproblems.

Getting better monitoring and impr oved enfor cement. Citizensmust beinvolved directly in
taking back their watersheds. We seek to provide opportunitiesfor everyday peopleto get involvedin protecting
the resource and to merge their local effortsinto a more global network to protect the river. We foster
activitiesthat will maketheriver better and empower peopleto create positive outcomes.

Tackling thetough and nasty j obsWe haveto pinpoint the actual problems (not the symptoms!)
ontheriver and attack thoseissuesat their source and firsthand. We cannot just focus on those mattersthat
areeasy, non controversiad Weneed to bewilling to get our handsdirty and start with thetough jobs, al while
applying our resourcesonthoseareasthat will really makeadifferenceinwater quality.

Raisngawarenessand interest Itiskey that the public understandsthe magnitude of the challenges
facing theriver and that theriver will benefit from better laws, policies, designations, recognitionsand any
other form of suitable protectionsaimed at ensuring that theresourceis protected from private effortsto set
policiesbased on personal profit or gaininstead of the publicinterest.

| nvolving those who have been overlooked. Just reaching out to the conservationists is not
likely to result in thetype and scope of activity weneed in order to protect theriver. Wedon't need to preach
to the choir; instead we need to find new audiencesand reach out to them, sothat awider circleof influence
will be concerned enough to take action and to get invol ved.

Join & Support the Patuxent RIVERKEEPER...

(member ship application)

s+ Name Regular $35 .
E Street Address Student $25 E
+  Town, State, Zip .
. Booster $100 .
. Phone e-mail .
. Sustainer $500 .

Patuxent Riverkeeper; 18600 Queen AnneRd; Rear Barn; Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 301-249-8200
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WSSC Signs L egal Pact

The Maryland Department of the Environment, The
Environmental Protection Agency and four local
conservation groups have unveiled abinding agree-
ment that if approved by the Federal courtswould
cal for millionsof dollarsto be spentimproving sys-
temsand operationsrelated to some5,000 milesof
pipelinethat serve Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission operations. WSSC ownsand operates
the sanitary sewage collection system that collects
wastewater from resdentsof M ontgomery and Prince
George' scountiesinMaryland. WSSCalegedly vio-
lated the Clean Water Act by failing to properly op-
erate and maintainits sewage collection system, re-
aultingin sanitary sewageoverflowsinto areastreams
and backupsinto buildings. Additionally therewill
beimprovements inthe qudity and extent of waste
water treatment (enhanced nutrient reduction) at the
Western Branch Plant on the Patuxent River plus
added preservationof landsinthenear vicinity of
thedrinking water reservoirslocated in the north of
the Patuxent River. There are al so requirementsto
make storm drainimprovementsin Prince George's
and Montgomery County.

New Riverkeeper Tee-Shirts

Available!

These cool-looking shirts feature a delicate
reproduction of anorigina Great BlueHeron pencil
drawing created by local artist Gary Pendleton.
Order them now from the Patuxent
RIVERKEEPER inmuted shadesof yellow, tan,
taupe, putty and pale blue. The shirt design and
production was contributed by thefolksat Old
Town Screen Printing
& Embroidery in
Huntingtown. Costis
$16 plus2.50 shipping.
When ordering, please
specify size plusfirst
and second color
choice. Herons don't
wear tee-shirtssowe
havetodoit for them.
Getthemwhilewedtill
have them (the shirts
thatis)!

Mercury in the Patuxent ?

Thereisnationwide concern about theill effectsof mercury
contamination foundin our waterwaysfrom the deposition
of arborneemissionsfrom coal burning power plants. The
mercury is passed up the food chain—from bacteriain
mercury-laden sediments to phytoplankton to fish and
shellfishand thento birds, wild animals, and humans. Since
anima saccumul ate mercury faster than they candiminateit
fromtheir bodies, animasconsumehigher and higher levels
of mercury at each successive step inthefood chain. So,
even at very low atmospheric depositionrates, inareasfar
from point sources, mercury biomagnification can produce
toxic levelsin humans consuming contaminated seafood.
The Patuxent Riverkeeper hasembarked on anindependent
study of fishfromour river totakeafreshlook at therisks
toeveryday anglers. Laboratory testing for thiseffortisbeing
provided by The Environmental Quality Ingtitutein North
Carolina with funding and technical assistance from
Waterkeeper Alliance. However, various surveys have
reved ed that peopleat greatest risk for contaminationfrom
the seafood they eat are often those | east knowledgeable
about therisks. Thisincludesworking poor, ethnic minorities
andimmigrant communities. The Riverkeeper isseeking new
waysto reach out to these overlooked and under-notified
sectors of the river community. The outcomes should
recognizetheimportance of fishingintheMaryand culture
and economy while encouraging more prudence by
consumers. Maryland hassevera cod burning power plants
that lack modern scrubbing technology to cleanseemissions
of harmful contaminants (like Mercury) beforethey enter
theatmosphere. During the pring 2005 L egidative sesson
several MD legidatorshad their personal mercury levels
tested and came up with unusually elevated levels. There
was abill introduced that would have put tighter limits/
controlsontheold power plantsresultinginlowered mercury
emissions. It did not pass. Theregulators have been much
faster to suggest moderation of finand shellfishinour diets.
Whilethereare other alarming contaminantsto befoundin
our waterways and food supply, mercury isonethat has
been thoroughly studied withitsnegative effectson human
health well documented. At a recent meeting of all the
Chesapeake Regiona Waterkeeperstherewas unanimous
support to work together on mercury related issues and
awareness. You canlink to the State’ sadvisoriesfromthe
Www.paxriverkeeper.org web site. Results of our studies
will bemadeavailablein future newd ettersand on our web
gte.
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Volunteers needed! www.paxriver keeper.org

. Whistleblowers Saff Position Available
Water Quality o : _ . -
Monitorin Do you know of contamination, pollution | We have a job opening for an indi-
9 or an activity that harms the watershed vidual to help uswith recruiting and

Regiona monitorsto help conduct citi-
zen based stream and river water qual-
ity monitoring in support of scientific
surveys, cleanups and advocacy work.
Training and resources provided. Con-
tact: Info@paxriverkeeper.org

but fear reprisalsif you tell what youknow? | | coordinating volunteersfor our clean-
The Patuxent Riverkeeper investigates | | ups, monitoring activties and other
anonymoustips. No questionsasked. If you | | work on behalf of the river. Thisis
dotheright thing and report ahazardor an | | an Americorps position in partner-
issue then you can have the satisfaction of | | ship with Volunteer Maryland. The
knowing we will pursue acomplaint at no | | full text of the job posting is on our
risk to you. Send a fax, phone us after | | web site. www.paxriverkeeper.org
hours, or send aletter. Use any meansyou

feel confident will protect your privacy and

SiteCoordinators Help the Riverkeeper respond to and
Volunteersto help serve as|ocal co- track complaints about pollution,
ordinators and points of contact for Treeplanters water quality, and issues on the
the Annual Patuxent River Clean- || Transplant and maintain seedlings at our | | Patuxent River. Assemble case files,
up in Apr” Help I'a”y local volun- tree ® grOW-OU'[" stations. Assist in distri- interface with regu| a‘[ory agenc| es,
teers, tal Iy cl ean-up stats, distribute butionand promotion of treesinthe pl ant- collect datafrom observers’ compose
clean-up supplies and related tasks. ing seasons. Teach othershow to properly | | correspondence and assemble evi-
Contact: info@cleanpatuxent.org || plant trees in buffer and riparian areas. | | dence and supporting information.

Contact: Trees@paxriverkeeper.org Contact: fred @paxriver keeper.org

2005 Bernie Fowler Wade-in portrays losses

Former Senator Fowler isoften credited with legitimizing the tradition of using citizen
wade-in eventsasatouchstonefor first hand observations of clarity asanindicator of
hedlth and vitality for local waters. Copycat wade-ins occur al over the Chesapeake now.
Thispast Junethe Patuxent wade-in yardstick wielded by Congressman Steny Hoyer and
Bernie Fowler topped out only 27 inches. Thiswasby no meanstheworst historica indicator
of water quality, butitis only onapar with similar readingstakenin 1994. 2005 waders
left with theimpression that water quality continuestoroll backwardsbothintimeandin
qudity. Bernievowsto never stop fighting until the promisesmadeto the Patuxent are kept.

Asheputsit, “Itisfutiletoclamwecan cleantheBay if wecan't cleanthisriver!” Senaéor Bernie Fowler
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