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Mission 

To conserve, protect and replenish Maryland's longest and deepest intrastate waterway. 

Through strategic advocacy, restoration and education, our goal is long term sustainability for 
the ecosystem of the entire Patuxent River basin and the people who rely on its future. 

 

 
Thanks to Chip Walsh for teaching new paddlers the ropes at the 

https://ui.constantcontact.com/emailSharePreview.jsp?id=preview


Great American Backyard Campout - June 25, 2016 
 

 

Plan your 2016 
paddling trips 

with the 
Patuxent 

Watertrail   

Navigation 
Map   

 Order Here 

Check out the 
Patuxent 
Rivertrail 

website to find 
launch points, 
camp sites and 

points of 
interest.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Walmart and the High Cost of Low Cost 

 

In the past few years, Patuxent Riverkeeper has squared off against the 

site plan for three proposed Walmarts planned within the Patuxent River 

watershed. Generally, these projects have been on sensitive lands, 

floodplains, or just plain unsuitable locations that threaten prime 

ecological assets. The latest such project is the proposed Bowie Walmart 

which hopes to move the existing Walmart store into a new location 

immediately across the street from the existing store and to expand it to 

"SuperWalmart" status which is (of course) a bigger Big Box store. The 

proposed new location is in the middle of active farm fields with 

drainage to a nearby sub-tributary to the Patuxent. The project is 
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The Patuxent River 
Keeper is a 501c3 

non-profit. Your tax 
deductable donation 

supports the 
grassroots 

independent voice 
for water quality in 
Maryland's longest 

and deepest 
intrastate tributary. 

 

  

disfavored by prevailing planning documents, fails to meet the criteria 

for a needed special exception and was rejected by the Prince George's 

Zoning Hearing Examiner and yet approved nonetheless by the land-use 

appellate body in the County, known as the District Council. Patuxent 

Riverkeeper and adjacent farming neighbors have appealed. 

  

Patuxent Riverkeeper published a recent guest editorial in the Gazette 

Newspapers exploring the theme of smart growth in the Patuxent 

watershed. Click here to read. 

Lawsuit Dismissed Against Riverkeeper 
A law suit filed against Patuxent Riverkeeper by Vera's White 
Sands Beach Club was dismissed recently by the Calvert County 
Circuit Court. The beach club owners filed a lawsuit against PAX 
Riverkeeper arguing that pollution reports regarding their 
business we submitted to the State of Maryland (MDE) had 
defamed them and caused economic losses.  The courts disagreed 
and dismissed all of their claims against Patuxent Riverkeeper. A 
full account of the litigation can be found here.  

 
 

Patuxent River Sewage Spill, Again.  
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Heavy rains July 29th also brought the very predictable sewage 

outflows from sewage plants dealing with heavier than ordinary influx 

of water from flooded sewage lines. Citizens were of course advised to 

avoid contact with contaminated waters in the aftermath. Howard 

County authorities reported over two million gallons of spills into the 

Little Patuxent from a clogged sewer line.  News media outlets 

reported added water from the WSSC dams to the river in the hours 

after the rains to help dilute the public hazards related to massive 

amounts of waste water flowing into the main stem of the river.  While 

public notification was somewhat more extensive that usual, we can't 

help but note that sewage spills have become a regular occurrence after 

major rain squalls. Read more here.  

 

Get Smart.....Growth 

 

Patuxent Riverkeeper happened to 

be in Ellicott City on July 30th as 

a catastrophic 6.5 inches of rain 

fell in two hours.  We witnessed 

Bonnie Branch, area streams and 

surrounding land unable to absorb 

the rapid flow of water. Notably, 

it took commentators and 

authorities days to publicly draw 

the connection between heavy rain flows and stormwater management 

issues. The issue, while tragic in loss of life and property, put front and 

center the ongoing struggle of municipalities to address the very real 

problems associated with heavy development and sprawl coupled with 

very foreseeable heavy storms and stressed watersheds. For more check 

out these two opinions, one written by our very own Sonia Keiner.  

 

"A Lesson From Ellicott City", Deborah Brosnan 

"Resiliency in the Face of 'Ruin'", Sonia Keiner 
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Indian Creek Campsite 

We are deeply thankful to the Roughnecks who came out to clean up 

and prepare the Indian Creek Campsite on the banks of the Patuxent 

River in Calvert County. It won't be open to the public until a sponsor 

is found for a public portable toilet.  Want to be a sponsor?   

Naming rights are all yours! 

 
 

Our new dock at the Nottingham Patuxent Riverkkeeper Center! 



 
 

FOR SALE 

 
 



1993 Chevy Bus with a Jasper rebuilt engine. Low mileage on the 

engine. Runs well. Tires in good condition and will pass inspection. 

The engine is a V-8.  The bus has been modified with storage racks on 

the roof. Rear double axle. Email Fred if 

interested.  Fred@PaxRiverkeeper.org 

 
 

OR BEST OFFER 

   

 
 

 

Patuxent Riverkeeper, 17412 Nottingham Road, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
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THIS IS A TEST EMAIL ONLY. 
This email was sent by the author for the sole purpose of testing a draft message. If you believe you have 
received the message in error, please contact the author by replying to this message. Constant Contact 
takes reports of abuse very seriously. If you wish to report abuse, please forward this message to 
abuse@constantcontact.com. 
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